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OPERATICHS OF COMPANY B, Znd BATTALION, Sth CAVALRY, ist CAVALRY
DIVISTON (AIMMCBILEY, IN THE ATTACK UPCN A MAIN FORCE VIET CONG
HEAVY WEAPONS BATTALION, IH THE YICINITY OF BONG SON, SOUTH
YIETHAY, 1617 FERRUARY 1966. (PERSCNAL EXVERIENCE OF A COMPANY
COMMANDER, )

IHIRODUCTION

On 27 Januery 1968, six days after Tot (Vietnamese Luwnar
Hoew Yoar Celebpatisn), the First Cavalry Division (Airmebile),
comaanded by Major fenerel Harpy W. O. Kinnard, moved oubl of
thair base camp at Mn Khe and lamnched Operation "Masher®, in the
cogstal lowlands ayouwnd the town of Bong Son, in Hoal Nhon District,
Birk Dinh Province, Republie of South Vietnam, {Approxiwately 450
kilomoters nopthesast of Saigon) (See Map "a")

THE DIVISION PLAN

The plan of action for the Firsl Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
wag to make contact with the e ros hard-cors, main foree Viet
Cong and North Vietnamese Army units that had been controlling the
araa for over é vaar, defeat them by using the alr cavalry's mobility
and fire poweyr cvapabilitles, and as & resulﬁ of the defeat of the
Yist Cong wits, be able to open Route s, betwean Eong Son and Oui
Nhon, to civilian and military travel. '

| THE INTTTAL BNGAGEMENTS

Initially, the Pirst Cavalry Division {Alrmobile) conducted
cffensive operallions north of Bong Son against elament# of ths Quyet
Tam Rapgiwend, composed of approximately 702 Horth Vietnawess Army
Regulars, and 30% Main Fores Viet Cong. {Ses Map "B} The 1st Air Cav,
was hig.hl;}f sucoessful against the Quyet Tam Regiment., It was a
comparatively new undt, with 1itile ccsbal expsrience zgainst
Akmerican troops, and a%tampﬁe& to fipht in relatively open, flat
gouniry where cover and conceaiment were sparce, The air mobility
capability enabled the lst Alr Cav. to defeal thls wndt and evoniuslly

cause then to break up into swell groups and move inte the mouﬁtains;



The weatha? in January and February around Bong Son was highly
inclemant and hot conducive to aerial flights., It was the rainy
season for the area, and due to the constant showsrs and 1owl
clouds in the mountains northwest of Bong Son, the First Cavalry
Division wag wnable to follow up its successes for about three
days.

Finallf,'ths Second Brigade, with {three infantry battalions,
was able to mévé into the mountains to the west and conduct a
search and clear operation in conjunction with the United States
Marines into the An Iao Valley. (See Map "B") The operation was
conducted using tear gas as part of the preparatory fires, and the
variocus objecﬁifes weye swept by U.S. troops wearing gas masks,
~ The operation encountered no resistance and U.3. efforts consisted
‘primarily of medical assisstance and civic action projects for the
rescued civilians.

Simultanously with the Second Brigade operation, the Third
Brigade executed the Division's Opefations Order "White Wing", by
Alr Assaulting into the Kim Son Eésé Area, a Viet Cong Training
Conter located in numerous small valleys and surrounded by high
mountains., (See Map "B") The Third Brigade was opposed by the Quyst
Chien Regiment, a unit with much experience in fighting American
troops. The Quyet Chien Regiment, composed of approximately 30%
North Vietnamese Army Regulérs, and 70¢ Main Force Viet Cong, fought
 hard and bitterly in an area condusive to defense. Finally, after
taking especially heavy losses to one of their companies, the Quyet
Chien Regiment withdrew, (1)

THE BRIGADE PLAN

Intelligence gathered in the next few days indicated that the
Quyet Chien Regiment haci moved into the rugpged, junpgle covered
mountains south-east of the Kim Son Base Area, some twenty-five

kilometers south of Bong Son. The Second Brigade, commanded by
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Colonel Williaw R. Lynch, was ordored to wove from plokenp zone
Duel on 16 February 1966, with three infantry battalions and
axsoute the Division’s {pepations Crder YBagle's Claw® designed
to surreund and trap the Quyet Chien Begiwent in the vicinlly of
the wmountains surrounding the Song Ben Valley. {(See Map "BF)
Tho terrain was some of the worst in the country. The ridgas
and valleys were covered with thlek interwoven vines, rooks,
orevices, along with leeches and soakes, The only possible
landing rones were as follows: one on lop of the nowntain ridges
to the sast and souih of the objeciive avew, which was covered
by buge boulders nostlsd In walst.high elsphant grass, and the
other on a rice paddy in ths objective ares ilseli., The latler,
geen frowm a high flying hellcopler, looked like a Ltrap., I was
sgtimated thai Gnl? about fowr UH-1D helicopters could land at
once, and the thick foliage surrownding the clearing could
possibly hide many soldisrs wailting in ambush., Tt was decided
however, that it could be used after trooeps had first moved
srerland and it was secured, The Second Brigade Plan ealled for
the First and Second Hatialicns of ths Fifth Cawvalry to movs by
hslieopier from plek-up zone Duck o the area of the propomed
operation o 16 February. The Fipst Batialion, Fifth Cavalry, wis
to land on the mountain tops to the sast and sweepd west along the
Song Bién Stream, The Becond Battalion, Fifth Cavalry, was to land
on the mowntain tops to the south of the objective and swesp north,
The Second Battalion of the Twslfth Cavalry was in reserve,
THE BATTALICN PLAN

The operations plan for the Secvond Batiallen, Fifth Cavalyy,
commandad by Lisutenant Colonel Edward Meyers, called for the unil
to land on LZ Miks and push north. {Sese Map ¥B'} Cowpany A,
cormonded by Captain Thomss Fincher, would land first and securs

the landing zone, Company D, commanded by Captazin Thosmas Carney,



would follow. The Headgquarters Company and Gompany I would arvliwe
next, Cowpany C, comuandad by First Ideulenant Jecrge Long, would
complete the move. The batltalion, minus Comrany B, would set up a
defensive porimoler on the hill to the north of 12 Hike, Whon
Company B landed; it was to move northwest down the ridgs to tias
Song Blen Valley ond establish a blocking position arcund the
elsaring. This objective was designaled zs L2 Fole, On 17
Foebruary, Companies & and U would condust sweeplng operations Into
the Wlaocking position =t 1Z Pole,
COMPANY B

Company B, commanded by Captain Roberlt W, McMohon (myself), had a
strength of six officers and one hundrad and {wenly enlisted men in
the field on 1& February. In oddition, they had atlachmonts consiste
ing of an Artillery Forward Observer Officer {(Second Lisutenant lark
Zoldes), an Artillery Forward Chserver Sergeant, and thelr respective
vadio operateors, They alsc had a thres men Inginser Demolition Tesm
and o Forward Dbserver and radle oporator from the lompany T mortar
platoeon, The company had nol hosn engagsd in & piiched botltle since
the {ighting in the Ja Drang in ¥ovewber 1965, and sbout 50% of the
asn wore reeent arrdvals in Yietnan and had no previows conbat
sxporience. The company commandey had taken comssnd at Christmas,
and had {dfteen months of advisor and (.5 Porces stefll assignments
in Vietnam prlor to taking commands, On tho 15%h of Pebruary 1965,
the firsl sguad of the first plateon, and the third platoon had engaged
a small party of Viet Cong and killed one and wounded and captured
twos Thus the morale of ths wnit was high, The first platoon was
eormanded by Secord Lieuienant Charles J, Clark, the gszeond platoen
by Flrst Lieutenant Keith Shenwan, and the third platoon by Ssoond
Lisutenant Donald A, Ot¥sefe. The moviar plaltoon was commanded by
Mostor Sergeant Guss Harryman, The company beadyuarisrs consisied

of the commandiug officer, the execubive officer {First Iisutenani
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Pafug Stephang) and the comsany irét sergoant {Firsl Sergeant
James A. Dedrich), Tt also had an sdditional of ficer (Sscond
Idavtenant Charlos M, Johnson) who had Just been relossed from
the hospiinl after having melaria, and was éo take over the first

paatoon in a few dayvs.

NARRATION
THE APPRCACH MARCE

ifter landing on L7 Hike and malking a final cecordination,
émmpany B moved down the ridpelins iﬁ a company fils with
individusl soldiers off to the zide as sscuriity. When ﬁhﬁ?
resched the firsi noint where the valley fleor could be observed,
the company commender callsd o hali. Accowpanied by the artillery
offieey and the forward observer {rom Company [, the company
commander went forward to the poiat of the company and dirscled
that their indivect fires bhe adjusted onto the vallsy floor, For
over ong hour, the company waited wiile the 15% ma HOWitiﬁQ?ﬁ
located ot Ha Tay {2} and Phu Xwan (1) attempited Lo five bizh angls
fire over the four hundrad molev high mountains into the objective
avga, {(Sep Map WBEY) During this period the aviillery did not pet
any of its rounds over the mountsains. The artillery had te walk
ihe rounds slowly Loward the objective bacause excessive adjustments
in range could have caused rounds to land on Compary B and ithe
battalion gs they wers located on the gunetargst wzimuth. The
Covmany D mortayrs firing from the top of the hill Lo the year did
gel a:fsw rounds nto the obleetive area. However, while tﬁﬁg'ware
Firing, two He13 scovl ships from the Ninth Cavalyy Squadron of the
Fipgt Cowalpy Dlvisicen suddenly flew dnte the walley, and the mordar
rounds narrowly missed thé helicopters, The scout ships prompily got
aul of the wslley and radiced the ba%éaéﬁon, reporting seeing two

Yiet Conp hiding in the Jungle near a clearding, Finslly, the
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batitalion commander tock a caloulsbed risk and ordered Company B teo
procesd with the mission without the custeomary artillery suppori.
Compaeny B procceded down the rldgs, szeoullng & company plan whepsby
the first pletoon would move down the gullsy on the right of the ridgs
into the blecking positicn, The second platoon, conpany hesdquariers
and woriar platocn would continus dowm the ridps inlo the objective,
and the third plabtoon wonld wove down the laft alde of Lthe »idge and
up the valley o the objective. AL 1700 houws, the elemsnl on e
#3dge, slowed down Ly the one 8lam nmortar Lube and elghiteen rounds of
HE smmunition and a terpein obsiacle compidsiing of huge Deulders, crew
yigeg, apd thick junple, had only reached o position approximalely
one thousand mebers from the objective, The third platoon on the left
way alveady on the valley Floor and at the Seng Blen stresm, The first
platoon on the right was aboul one hundred metors frowm the ebjsctive,
and was reporting hots, bunkers, and ziems of recend Viet Cong use.
The battalion commander flew over the company in Lis UH.1D
Cownand Chovnsr, and deeided t}y—z{‘. the company would e wnable to
reach and establish o satisfactory defensive position ot the objective
wefore dark, s divectsd Cempany B Lo pull back its elomenis and
sstablish & perimeter defense and bivose for the night,  {See Map tCM)
The compunyy commandeyr compllied and spent the night in o periseler
defense on the hill avproximaiely one kilowelor frow the objective,
The batialiom 8-8's logislticsl beliceopters flew in additional wortar
amsunition {forty rounds) for the night, along with water cans and
Cwpaticns, Barly in the night, which was wneventful, the battalien
commander radiced to the company comsionder that Company B was to
procede as soon as possiblo on the following day to the valley Zloor
and saslablish the blocking nosition, agsin of tho assuwmplion that the
it eould get e the objecitive without artiilery suypert. The plan
of action for the 17th of February ealled for the compony (winus) to

move at fipst 1ight dowm fo the wvallsy on the rlghi side of the



ridge, dig in a perimeter defense sround the elsaring, and prepars
to defend from all direciticns, The third platoon was to stay behind
on the scane of the night's bivoac, with the company executive
officer, unllil the morning logisﬁiC&z helicopters had lifted out
the emply waler cans and the sxira wortar ammnition, It would then
move on the lsft side of the ridpe down inlo the valley and sweep
sagd into the blocking position,
THE CONTACT AND THE ATTACK

&t approxivately 073 hours, on 17 Februsry 1966, Company B
nmoved cut as plamed in a file formatlon conslisting of the first
platosn, the headquarters element, the wmortar platoon, and the
second platoon, (Ses Map "', Overlay No, 1) Upen reaching the huts
and mkers that the first platoon had found the day befors, ths
company comnander st first geve ordesrs to bumn the huts and.h&cﬁ up
the bunkers, and then deciding that he'd rather not have a trail of
snoking huts showing his rouwte, he countermanded hls order, Upon
rezching the Song Blen stream, the company tumed right on a trall
aleng the south gide of tho streame The plateon lsader of the Ilrst
platoon reported thai he had reached a émall eclsaring, which was
probably LZ Pele, He also reporbed that one of his elements had seen
foot prints, of at lenst three wen, in the sand. The compeny commander
ackngowiedged, bub laecking additional Information came o no cone
celusien exceplt that theve were a4 fow Viel Cong in the avea. The
company commandsy moved forward Lo the first platoen whieh was, by
this tims, spread sul sg security along the anorth, sast, and soulh
sides ¢f the clearing, Upon arriving st the clearing to confer wiih
Lt. Clark, the company commandar found that there were four or five
‘huge bomb eraters, each approximately thirty feel in dlawster with
o paxrtislly £illed with water, along the west sidae of the clearing,
Having had the battalion commander point out LZ Pete to him from

the alr two days previously, and not recalling any B-52 bomb eraters,



the company commander radiced to the second platoon leader dn the

yeay to check the ares bto the west for another clsaring with a rice
paddy dn it, While awailing word ou that rovonnalssancs, he analylzed
the terrain and decided to set up his block at his presant locsiiom
sinee the eclearing could &e{:aﬁ?ﬁo&gﬁ% spproximately four UR.ID helds
sopters, snd the surrcunding terrain was conducive io defense,

He designatod this position as the objsctive, L7 Pals, and direcled
hig morbar platoon and company hesdguarters to set ap dn one of the
dry bomb eraters, |

dust as the corpsny commander i s preparing to direct the first
platoon to move across the strsom awd dig in on the hill to the
nortl, tha sscond plotoon lsader called In and reported finding
another ¢learing one hundpsd mé%&rs to the west, The sscond nlatoon
doader stated thot the arsa belwson the twm clearings was covered
with thick jungle wndergrowth, approxivately eight fast high, through
whieh the strsam flowed, The company conmander acknowiedged the e
formatlion, and stated that he hod decided te set up bis block around
the claaring wilth the era%@rs{

Jugt as the coampany cowmendsy Lold the second plateoon Jeader 1o
move hils slepent up to the Mlooking peslitleon, the Vielt Cong opened
fire with = auvomatic weapon snd small avms from the Jmgle at the
pastem edge of LZ Dete. The conpany gommander, belisviag the GnenLy
to bo only a small foree, snd at bhat dnstent sesing no other degle
slon avallable, yelled to the flrst platoon leadoxy "Go pot ‘fen, Joel”
ith that command, the first plaboon opsncd fire and moved lorward
inte the Jungle in the altack 5& the Wiscen enewy.

kb this tiwe ihe Viel Oonz bullets were hitting in and around
i mortar and headgnarierys @2;333&21‘2;3. Bverybody Jumped into the
erators and looking over the crest to the sasbt, supnorted the el
plateon with avtomatie fire, 7The mertar platoon finmished setting up

and bepan publing HE fires on the eneny. The artillery forward
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obssrver snd the Company D forward observer vontacted thelr wits
and asked for fires, QOne &an iy the mortar platoon had already been.
wounded dn the wrist, and the company senior medic was aduinistering
first sld,

The platoon sergeant from the commitied first platoon (856G Lersy
M, Zubrod) I‘adioad in 't.lmté Tts Clark hed boen serlously wounded with
Sfour to five Lullets in the atamach, that several olhers were wounded
also, and that the attack was having trouble dus to Viet Cong support-
ing fires from a hill to the right,

The compuny commardsy radicad to the second plstoon To wmove up
and atback the hill to the yipht of the first platoom. The thixd
platoon, gtill back on the bivoac ares, had just finlshed loading out
the helleoopter, and upon hesaring the fire fight snd monitoring the
radios, ca'l}é(,i in for crders. They wers told to wove divectly to the
gres of the fire fight and establish perimeisr security to -t}&e.%esf;.
Ay the ssoond plsioon moved past the bomb craters, the company
somuandar pointed out to Ll. Shermen the hill to be atbacked and
seoured. He also atloched the artillsry officer 1o hilm so that e
sould adiust his fires fvom high ground, and get fLives close to the
zttacking platooms,s The ssoond platoon assaulted thelr cbjeetive and
secursd it. {(See Map ¥C¥, Overlsy No, 1) Casualiies were moderals,
&zx?; includsd the artillsry officer who was killsd In action,

The platoon serpgeant, first platoon, talled in snd reported that
smaunlition was low and casualildss ware highe The company comuandsy
Torned to hls extra officer, Ii. Johnson, and ifold him to go forward,
take somsand of the {irst platoon and pull baek the wnit uwnder cover
of the sooond platoon Lo the vicinity of the craters. ILt. Johnson,
with 2z couple voluntesrs from the mortsr platoon {which had by this
Lims fired all eighteen rounds of ammmition), moved out,acrbss the
elearing to the Iirst platoon,

At about this tiwe, the western parl of the clesaring secured by
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the threg-wan enpgineor demolition teaw and the rest of the moriar
platoon cams wnder assault by at lesst a Viet Cong platoon (about
tuenty persons were actually seen). (See Map "CU, Cverlay No. 1}
Thiz presented o dilemma as the inside slopes of the bomb craters
wore now recelving five frow all directions. There was wuch Jostling
of popitions jn the craters In an effort to gotl batter fring Pealm
tiong, Aggressive actbion hy the soldiers in that arvea, especially
Sorgaant B85 Gory B, Govion of the moviar ploloon, halied the assaviil,
Sergesnl Gorton sianglehandidly sharged the enswmy Firing his N6 rifls
en aubowatle fire and throwing gronades at the same timo, He kmocked
ovl a machine gun and killed wany Viebt Cong, Wnfortunstely, bofors
he could return hoe the bowd crater, he was hit in the head znd killed.

At about 1030 houvrs, Lt. Johnson reported that be had milliod
back all the dead and wownded of the f3rst platoon, leaving ouly
the platoon sergeant and aboul a squad of men well dug in on the
saglem edge of the olesring. {See Map "CY, Overlay Ho. 2) |

The batbtalicn comsender radicsd to find out why Company B wasn tt
ealling in apy ertdllory fire, Using the Battalion %flack Fnigbt!
Code, Lhe company comaandsy rspevied the ariillery formmrd obssrver
illsd In aclion, and the Compuny D forward chserver serio§$iy
wowtded, and also the caswlly and smmmition status of the company,
The Colonel acknowlsdged Lthe stubtus repori and said that he had
tactical alrorefd avellable for support and, as soon as Company B
govld identify all of lts Friendly lines for the forwsrd alr omis
trolier, they would come in,

THE WITHDRAWAL AND THE DEFENSE

AL about 1045 hours, to further complicate the action, the
ssoond platoon on the hill, the elements in IZ Pels, and the third
plutoon werve all hit at Qﬁcé. The second platoon on the hill re.
poried recoiving Priendly mortar rounds on their positlon and the

conpany commandsr could ses that they were taking intensive fire,
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4 chesk with batialion resvlied dn a nspative report on any frisendly
fires, and a theory thal the rounds were probably from an enewy
mertar, The soughn frow a mortapr tuvbe bshind o hill 1o the north
genfirmed this, This necessitaled moving the seeond platoon off the
hill énd placing it around the clearing 2t the base of ithe hill o
the south, (See Map "C", Overlay No. 2} The company courender Then
told his radio opsrator, Sp/8 Hetill G. Frodge, to contact battalion
and st some tac air in on the hill vhore the seoond platoon had
baon and especially bohind the hill o the north whers the enemy
moybay was, The radio operator did s¢ and dirscisd an exvellent
pinpoint bomblng mission, éﬁereby ssversl HE and Hapadw bombs were
droppad and the enemy mortar was silenced. Sp/k Frodge, throughout
the batile, continued fe brdng in air strikes and rocket fire frow
halicopters on the areas that the company comsander directed,

Ths two eraters thal were half {illed wilh water wers by this
Lime full of semi-naked wounded with the wedics administering morphine
sud changdng baﬁdag@s. Also in a orater with the wounded was the
serter platoon sergeant, He was not wouwnded, but bhad beon haviag
spasme of cowardlice over sinceéd the Dive fight started., A severe
Yohewing out® by the company comaander end the Lipst scrgsant finally
pot bl Dagk up to the adge of the crator snd o his Job of salling
in artdllery Dires.

At the game time that the scaond nlatoon begen rewsiving mortar
fire the third nlatoon had just reached the ¢learing west of 1Z Pela,
(Soe Map "CY, Overlay No. 2) Upon sighting several Viet Cong to
thedr left fromit, the platoor opegned five. Dupring the ensveing flre
Tight, the platoon leader’s hand was almost completely shot off at
the wrdist, Seversl othors wore woundsd snd killed, The sxecutive
offiger, Lt, Stevhans, took lmmediats ccumand of tho plstoon snd
moevod Thew dnle the middle of tho piow paddies in the clearing, where

they hed falr vrolection bohind the rlos paddy dikes,. 14, Stephans
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called the company commander and reported his status, and stated
that he thought £hey could bresk through the Viet Cong to LZ Pete,
The compnany commander believed thal Lt. Stephans would bs umable

te fight his way.in while carrying the platoon casualtises and
equipment, Therefore, he vetoed the idea and told Lt. Stephans to
keep the third platoon in the.middle of the rice paddy where the
observers in helicopters and fixed-wing aireraft could more sasily
identify them. It. Stephans complied and throughout the remalinder
of the batile commanded his own defense. He used the artillery
forward observer sergeant to call in artillery and mortar fires,
Helbrought in tac air strikes arcund his position, including the
strip of land betwsen the third platoon and the rest of thé company.
During the batlle, ono of two Skyraiders dropped his bombs too close
to the platoon wounding some of his men, When the second alreraft
started to come in, Lt. Stephans ran out into the incoming fire and
waved the second aireraft off, thereby saving the lives of many of
his wen, He also carried sows of his wounded to the safely of the
dikes, He was wounded in the arm during this action but continued
to fight. A short time later Lt. Stephans shot two Viet Cong out of
a tree with his M-79 greﬁade lawmchor, (2)

By about 1100 hours, the company was extrewely low on ammunition
and it appeared that half the company was a casuﬁlty in some form.
The company commander anticipated that the Viet Cong might try a
mass assavlt, and ordered the company to move thp wounded up-to the
edge of the craters, fix bayonets, and prepare f;r an assault., Pfe,
John Martin, the son of an Atlanta newspaper ediﬁor, later wrote
about this phase of the action .as follows;",....Then they started
rolling grenades down on us. OSomeone moved a fire team up on the hill
to stop them. But we figured we had a bettsr chance Just to move
out in a hurry, than to wait for one of those grenades, We wers just

lying half-joking and halfecrying., Then the C.0. said those wounded
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who could wove were bo gol on line and fix bayoneis, ALl T thoupht

of was "This is Custer's Lasl StandV, I thoughl thal was b, Thats
whon T started to got sourad. Ay support saved the platoon from
armihilation, Skypaiders dyopped napals so ¢lose that ous whils
phosphiorous Dowb hit the edge of Lhe holed.up platoon and one officsy
threw himself hack first inte bhe mud fo douse his burning shirt?, {(5:2)

AL about 1130 hours, volwnbeer pllots DTvom the 227ih Aerial
Belicopter Balicdion of the Divisien flew a UH.1D hellicornter dowm
the valley ovar L2 Pate and pushed oul in excess of a baslie load of
M-16, M-79, and cpliber A5 amemitlen, along with grensdes and
batteries, 3ome of the ammunliion was spread out ovey the clearing
but most of it landed iIn the erators. The helleopter tock over &
bundred Viet Cong rounds from anbomatle wespons, bul smirsculously
continued to fly and nade it safely home without wny of its crevw le-
ing wounded, Another chopper vesupplied the third platoon at the
geme Lime In the sawe munmer.

With the arvival of the supplies, morale shot wp 150%., Troops
dazbed out to pet the boxes, COthers mude small assaulis on the enewy.
This enmablsd wounded, wno bad lodd still ont in the field all morning
to be pulled dato the eoratsy.

While Company B defended, obbeyr slewenis of the batislion were
alse commiltiad., Company A woved fownrd 12 Pete aloung ils plarmed
route of march. They moved intoe the Viet Cong wmain camp (Soe MHap ¥3%},
surerising o hendful of the speny whe hsd petumed 4o get heaviep
woapons €o uge on the surrownded Company B Comgamny A killod theso
- Visl Cong and eaptured numerous ?ﬁﬁei33ﬁ$$.¥if§8$, and a nuwber of
mortars, along with comsmunleabions egquipment, and dmportant documents.
Thay coniinued to push toward 17 Pele. Company € was hellicoplered to
a ridge northesst of LE Pote, From there, they movwed soulhwest almg
a stresm and ridge btoward the enewy. FHlemsnls of the Flrsl Baltslilon

of the FAfth Cavalpy were heavily engaged aboul three kilowmelezs east



of 1Z Pote, The VWlet Cong Replimantal Commander, scomevwhsrs in the
area, was bolng monliorsd hy the Divislon Inlelligence Seetion
atiached to the Ssecond Bripads, e had boorws exeited, drolen code,
and was giving commumds in oloay Vielnawese on how to ammihilate the
Awerlesn units,

Meanwhils, Company B continusd to defend. Hortar fire from
Company D was falling on the ¥iet Cong along with tac alr strikes.
Artillery flres conlinued to be poor due to the need of coentinual
supervision of the morter platoon sevgeant, the only available
trained Torward observer.

Around 1200 hours, the company commendsr ealled the baiiallon
commander, informing him that some of the wounded had boen in need
of evacuation Tor over two hours, The company commsndsy sugpested
that Company B conld put oul onoungh suppressive fires on the surround-
ing terrain toc snalbls mot}w% ills compeny to land dn LZ Pete and
attack the eneny., This action would allow the dead and wounded to
te evacusted. The battalion commsnder spresd that it might work, but
told the company comsender thab with the Viet Cong malntaining con-
tact with Company B, the biz plan of the day would stori betier, and
told him to hang on.

The Yiet Cong continued Lo snips, p}c{:;“i;& and atiespt fe armibilsie
the company, The company husg on with the support of alr sirikes
and by returning a lavge voluwe of aubomatic weapons [ive when Ffired
upon by Viet Cong, At 1LAC0 hours, two wore UH-1D helleoplers
brought In ammiunition agaln. Due bto the heavy enémy fire and a wound-
ed crow shief, the wounded wsro not eble to be evaeuuled,

At about IH00 hours, Company B, Second Pattalion, Twelfth Cav-
alry, commanded by Captain Dean Xnox, was attached to the Second
Battalion, Fifth Cavalry, AL sboul 1520 hours they wsre helilifted
into the eleaying west of LZ Pete where the third platoon was leocated.

They laonded opposed enly by light resistonce, and by 1700 hours the



dmmediale area around LZ Pels was seoured., AL this Lime the nine
dead and fiflby-five woundsd men from the swrrcwnded company wers
avacuatad, Around the L7 were the bodies of Diftywfour Vist Cong,.

By 1900 honre, the remseindar of the Sscond Batialion, Fifth
Cavalry closed into IZ Pete.

Ag a resullt of all company actions, the onemy, which was finally
detormined to he a Heavy Weapens Balielion of the Quyel Chisn Regle
woant, Jost éna himdred and twenty-seven men killed (body count) and
sauwipment oconsiating of; four 37wm resoilloss vifles, threo Blun
morbars, e 75mm reecillsss rifls, seventy-five rounds of Slmm

mopbar ammmition, and ten rounds ¢f 57w reecoillsse rifle smnunition,

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISH

3. The succrss of Opoeration "Bagle's Claw® devended to a large sxltent
on the positioning of Company B in a blocking position around the
landing sone in the Song Blen Valley. From thls position they could
tlock the Vet Cong retreat, and slso provide a safe landing zone

for the hrigsds roserve (the Second Battalion, Twelfth Cavalry) if
they were commitled, The artillery defensive fires around the block-
dng position ot 12 Psts were to bs an laporiavd part of the schewe

of defenso, Thus the Inibtlal Inability of the srtillery Lo hil the
objestive could have been remedied prior to moving the nfaniry to
osontact, If an artillery batlexry {(105ma) had beon helilified to the
vietrity of Fhu Wink, {(Ses Yan 80%} It would have hwon able to firve
directly up the Song Bien Valley and support the hloeking position

at 17 Pota,

2. The compeny oommarider of Company B, with the mission of establish-
ing the Wlocking position as soon as possible on 17 February 1966,
chose to follow the standard opsrating pelicy of having the lopgistlcal
hellcopbars plek up Ble extra morbsr ammanillon and sculpment ab the

lovoation of his biveae, Thus he spldt his wit, a2l 2 tlus when e
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would nased the enllre company, Since it was only an additionsl one
thousand meters down Lo the valley fleor, he would have been movs
succoszinl 1{ he had maintained his wnid dnteprity and had the

gompany caryy the extra mortar apnition and oguiyment,

3. TUpon arriving at the point of his compauy, and Linding thom stand-
ing'out in the cpen clesring, he falled te lLmmediately order the uait
en to at Isast sowe of the high ground.

4, The company commander aibtached his artillery forwsrd cobserveyr to
an aitacking plaboon when he could have made belior use of him at
company headguariers.

5. After Company B realized it was aurrounded, the compeny cosmander
Coould have atlempled Lo brezk out of the killing wonw and gain hilgh
ground, AU the Liwe he foll thal dn sxeculing the move he would take
vxesssive cazusilies whils moving wounded end thelr weapons., Also,
having only s llmited mumber af,ccécred smoKe grensdes, he would le
wmable Lo ldentify his friendly linas ?or the air strikes. Thus, he
slacted to stay plnned dowm dn the eleardng and adjust the alr strikes

on the jJungle avound him,

IESSCONS LEATMAD

1, Artillsry snd mortar concentrations should be adjusted shsad of
and arcimd all infentry wnmlts in all operations.

Z. nits sifowmpting to conlrel oy bBlock a pasg oy brail shoule do

o by first gaining and'halﬁéﬁg the high ground.
3. Wits oporating M thick Jungle ghéuld parry o sufficlient nwiber
of colored smoke pgrenades to bo able to ideniify their positions to
tacticeal sircraft for an extended pericd of Lime,
4, Offigers and wen In the Infuntery ¥if2e compuniss should havs
extensive tralning and practlcal experieancs in the procedures of calle
ing in and adusting artidlsry and moviar firss.

¢ Men will fire their weapons at suspected and known enemy if they



know that helicopters will resupply them with amunmliion,

Eobort W, MoMahon
Captaln Infantry
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